
BECAUSE 
PLACE 
MATTERS
WE ARE CUMU.



We learn more from each
other because of our
geographic and institutional
diversity.
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The Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Universities strengthens the collective impact of
urban and metropolitan campuses by connecting leaders, sharing knowledge, and advancing
practices that strengthen social and economic mobility, regional economic impact, and
community well-being through place-based strategies and collaborative initiatives.

Minority Serving
Institutions

CUMU MEMBERSHIP

ONE MEMBERSHIP FOR 
YOUR ENTIRE CAMPUS
Institutional membership enables campus-wide alignment
around shared place-based priorities.

We welcome executives, administrators, faculty, and staff
from across all functional areas, levels of responsibility, and
disciplines to be an active part of our growing coalition.

ABOUT 
OUR COALITION
We are a coalition of 120+ domestic and international
institutions representing the breadth and depth of higher
education. 

We are small enough for you to make meaningful connections
across the field, and large enough to find inspiration from those
in similar and different contexts.

R1 Institutions

OUR NETWORK IS OUR STRENGTH

R2 Institutions

"The connections forged and insights gained through our CUMU
membership deliver a tangible return on investment, enhancing our
institution's ability to serve our students and community." 

Loren Blanchard
CUMU Vice Chair & Treasurer
President, California State
University, Long Beach

18%
Opportunity Colleges

and Universities

56%
Carnegie Classified for 

Community Engagement

TOTAL ENROLLMENT

65%
Public Institutions

35%35%
Private Institutions

Annual membership dues cover everyone on your campus.
   FY27 dues: $4,500 



2026 CUMU PROGRAMMING

We connect urban and metropolitan campuses to transform shared knowledge
into collective impact. Our year-round programming and annual conference provide
opportunities for leaders from member campuses to connect as they learn and share
practices for enabling sustainable change driven by students, faculty, staff, and partners
across the community. We welcome participation from across all functional areas, levels of
responsibility, and disciplines.

The conference serves as CUMU’s primary convening space for aligning research,
practice, and leadership around the evolving role of urban and metropolitan
campuses.

Working with local campus partners, we ground the program in the host
community and focus on issues with national and international relevance.
Attendees share and learn from colleagues across varied levels of responsibility,
disciplines, campus units, and cross-sector partnerships.

ANCHOR LEARNING
PROGRAMMING

CUMU advances place-
based impact through: 

 HUDDLES

These informal, online
learning communities
connect people around
shared challenges and
common goals. 

In 2026, we focus on: 

Our webinars, workshops,
and community
conversations bring
together administrators,
faculty, staff, students,
and community partners.

Our members learn from
one another and share
challenges and successes
on issues relevant to
urban and metropolitan
campuses.

VIRTUAL
PROGRAMS

The Barbara A. Holland Scholar-
Administrator Award honors a bold,
mid-career scholar-administrator
whose leadership and intellectual
voice illuminate the transformative
power of urban and metropolitan
higher education. 

RESEARCH
INITIATIVES

CUMU supports and
highlights research that
provides campuses with 
data-informed strategies. 

BARBARA A. HOLLAND
SCHOLAR-ADMINISTRATOR
AWARD

Connect. Learn. Collaborate.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Provost/Chief
Academic Officers

Adult Learners

Partnerships

Annual research
fellowships

Metropolitan Universities
Journal Dialogue Series

Research reports

2026
NOVEMBER 8-11
HOUSTON, TX

Community
Engagement Data

2027
NOVEMBER 7-10
CHICAGO, IL

2028
OCTOBER 15-18
SAN DIEGO, CA

Anchor Book Club

Anchor Learning
Network (ALN)

Anchor Action Summit
ALN Accelerator Cohort

Metropolitan
Universities journal



“We're proud to be a part of CUMU, an organization that
understands the unique challenges and opportunities
universities like ours face.” 

Ellen Neufeldt
CUMU Board Chair

President, California State University, San Marcos

PRESIDENTS & CHANCELLORS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Chair
Ellen Neufeldt
President, California State University, San Marcos

Vice Chair & Treasurer
Loren Blanchard
President, California State University, Long Beach

CEO of Administrative Headquarters
Mark R. Ginsberg
President, Towson University

Ex-officio
Valerie Holton 
Chief Executive Officer, CUMU

ANNUAL CONFERENCE

CUMU presidents and chancellors are active in the full
schedule of engaging sessions, plenaries, and networking
events as attendees and presenters.

Events for presidents offer the unique opportunity to spend
time with colleagues and discuss critical issues in leadership:

Interested in connecting with a fellow leader or have questions?
Email Valerie Holton, CEO, at vholton@cumuonline.org

Secretary
Paul Pribbenow
President, Augsburg University

Members-at-Large
Virginia Arthur
President, Metropolitan State University
Berenecea Johnson Eanes
President, California State University, Los Angeles
Jonathan Koppell
President, Montclair State University
Todd Lamb
President, The University of Central Oklahoma

Joanne Li
Chancellor, University of Nebraska at Omaha

Deidre Peaslee
President, Saint Paul College

Peter Slee
Vice-Chancellor, Leeds Beckett University

Georj Lewis
President, Clayton State University

Justin Lonon
Chancellor, Dallas College

Laura Rosenbury
President, Barnard College

Patricia Ramsey
President, Medgar Evers College

Eric F. Spina
President, University of Dayton

CUMU was founded over 35 years ago by presidents 
and chancellors who were brought together by the unique
opportunities and challenges that urban and metropolitan
areas present. 

The Board of Directors, comprised of presidents and chancellors
representative of membership, provides strategic oversight and
helps guide CUMU’s role in advancing the field of urban and
metropolitan higher education.

Presidents’ Dinner: Invitation-only dinner for
presidents and chancellors 
Presidents’ Council: Networking and conversation
centered around timely topics

Opportunities are also available for additional members of the leadership
team, such as provosts and chief academic officers.



METROPOLITAN UNIVERSITIES
CUMU’s research and journal translate scholarship into 
insights that inform campus strategy, policy, and practice.

Metropolitan Universities journal (MUJ) disseminates
scholarship and research relevant to urban and metropolitan
campuses. Authors with diverse institutional and professional
perspectives present research on the best practices and
applications of theory. Readership includes campus and
community leaders working to strengthen their efforts in 
order to better address issues of common concern.

Dennis McCunney Ph.D.
East Carolina University
Christopher Nayve J.D.
University of San Diego
Nthabiseng Ogude
University of Pretoria
Cecilia M. Orphan Ph.D.
University of Denver
Marianna Savoca Ph.D.
Stony Brook University
Cynthia P. Stewart Ph.D.
Loyola University Chicago

The journal accepts manuscripts on an
ongoing basis for themed and non-themed
issues exploring campus and community
relationships.

Metropolitan Universities is published by the Coalition of Urban and Metropolitan Universities.
CUMU appreciates Indiana University Library for hosting this open-access journal.

THE JOURNAL’S SCOPE INCLUDES:

Learn more & view issues at CUMUonline.org/MUJ

EDITORIAL TEAM

EDITORIAL BOARD

Peer-reviewed Open Access Journal

Patrick M. Green Ed.D.
Editor, Loyola University Chicago
Catie-Reagan King Ed.D.
Managing Editor, Copy Editor

Kent Koth
Seattle University

Nyeema C. Watson Ph.D.
Rutgers University-Camden

Daniel Bergen Ph.D.
Milwaukee School of Engineering
Becca Berkey Ph.D.,
Northeastern University
Mario D’Agostino, Ph.D.
Nova Southeastern University
Julie Dierberger Ph.D.
University of Nebraska at Omaha
Lina Dostilio Ed.D.
University of Pittsburgh
Azuri Gonzalez Ed.D.
The University of Texas at El Paso
Susan Haarman Ph.D.
Loyola University Chicago
Euan Hague Ph.D.
DePaul University
Tyler L. Hough
Rice University
Emily Janke Ph.D.
University of North
Carolina at Greensboro

CALLS FOR PAPERS

Student success initiatives, practices, and policies
Innovations in faculty recruitment, retention, and governance
Impacts of cross-sector partnerships
Impact measurement related to students, faculty, and community
Data collection and use to inform policy and practice
Innovations in curriculum design and delivery
Emerging local, regional, and national policy issues



cumuonline.org

linkedin.com/company/
coalition-of-urban-and-
metropolitan-universities

info@cumuonline.org

Connect with Us. Find Your People.

410-704-3700

Subscribe for updates
cumuonline.org/about-
cumu/email-subscriptions/

The need for higher education to illustrate its relevancy and
help enact positive results for people and our communities

is increasingly imperative. An essential partner in our efforts
to amplify our impact nationally is the Coalition of Urban

and Metropolitan Universities.

Kristin Sobolik
Chancellor Emerita, University of Missouri-St. Louis

Join CUMU
cumuonline.org/membership/join-cumu/

Questions about membership? 

Visit our Membership FAQ or contact:
 
Debbie Darr
Director of Membership and Operations
ddarr@cumuonline.org | 410-704-3716

https://www.cumuonline.org/
http://linkedin.com/company/coalition-of-urban-and-metropolitan-universities
http://linkedin.com/company/coalition-of-urban-and-metropolitan-universities
http://linkedin.com/company/coalition-of-urban-and-metropolitan-universities
mailto:info@cumuonline.org
https://www.cumuonline.org/
http://cumuonline.org/about-cumu/email-subscriptions/
http://cumuonline.org/about-cumu/email-subscriptions/
http://cumuonline.org/membership/join-cumu/
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